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The people behind
Fantasy Wargaming

Roleplaying games (RPGs)
are social activities, so to
understand Fantasy Warga-
ming (FW) the game one
must start with the people
responsible for FW. The
credits in the preliminary
pages and acknowledge-
ments of the FW book
mention a veritable host
of people. The copyright
holders, obviously,
would be the main
contributors to
the work, but

it’s clear from the content
of the book that the rules
grew out of a larger gaming
community. The acknowl-
edgment of the Cambridge
University Library and its
staff was an important clue
in researching them. While
a few of the names are
familiar as authors of war
or roleplaying games, most
did not have any other
publications in the games
world. But the fact that at
least some must have been
students at Cambridge

in the late 1970s or early
1980s, and that a few did
write other works, provided
more leads. Ultimately, my
blogging about the search
(Monaco, 2010) led to

some more information too.

The Cambridge University

: hapter 1

Science Fiction Society
(CUSES) student
organization was one

hub that many of them
met through; other hubs
appear to be more informal
wargaming groups.

The five

authors

Obviously, the five people
identified on the copyright
page of FW bear the great-
est responsibility for the
work. One of the authors
would summarize the main
authors as “simply a group
of friends — one a book
editor, one a university don,
one a computer designer,
one a schoolteacher and
one an insurance salesman
— who happen to share
common interests.”

(Quarrie, 1981, June) 2
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Bruce Galloway
(1952-1984)

was clearly the ringleader
and visionary responsible
for FW, as well as the Tom
Sawyer who convinced his
friends to research, write,
and illustrate the separate
chapters that comprise the
book. He was a history
student who was working
on a Ph.D. at Cambridge
University and described as
a key figure in the CUSFS
club. Bruce seems to have
been a very charismatic,

if eccentric, personality.
Correspondence with
contributors and thankees
turned up some vivid and
touching memories of
Bruce, and some still ached
a bit at the loss of their
friend, who died suddenly
at the altogether too young
age of 32.Itis perhaps a
testament to his powers of
persuasion that contributor
Nick Lowe was really not

“Bruce was the hind
*of person who could
carry you away on his

enthusiasm and make

a gamer at the time that

he agreed to co-author

the book, and that there
are no less than thirteen
co-conspirators named in
the acknowledgments. His
friends describe him as full
of ideas and plans which he
could persuade others to
help with. He was married
in 1974 to another student
and CUSFS member. After
the publication of FW, he
devoted much of his time
to writing and campaigning

L K. Prior, personal communication, September 3, 2010.

2 This listing appears to be partly sincere, but may equally well be a bit of a joke. The “book editor” was
obviously Bruce Quarrie; the “university don” most likely refers to Nick Lowe (who was completing a
Ph.D. in classics) or Bruce Galloway (who had just earned his Ph.D. in history, but who had also sev-
ered ties with academia); the “schoolteacher” was surely Mike Hodson-Smith; however , the “insurance
salesman” would be Paul Sturman (who also may have worked in some administrative capacity with
the police, per an informant; my sources do not all agree). None of the authors fits the description “com-
puter designer,” but the possibilities which suggest themselves are (a) Galloway may have impressed
Quarrie with bis ideas for applying computers to wargaming problems, something he'd discussed with
other informants; (b) Quarrie may simply have been mistaken; (c) Quarrie may have been thinking of
another collaborator, as several people participated in playtesting and other ways as described below.
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Levack, 1985).
He was active in
politics, recruiting
candidates and work-
ing on campaigns for the
Liberal Party. In May of
1984 he died in a tragic
accident, cutting short a
promising career as a histo-
rian — he wrote in April of
that year that he planned to
take an appointment at the
University of St. Andrews
in early Scottish political
thought. His dissertation
would be published as a
book (Galloway, 1986)
that was well-received and
considered prescient. He
was preparing the disser-
tation for publication as a
book around the time of
his death. Historian John
Mortrell lavishes praise on
the quality of writing and
the importance of Bruce's
contribution, noting that
his thesis has been con-
firmed by new scholarship
in the intervening years
(Morell, 1986). A review
of the book in a history

is even more tragic in light
of how prolific a writer he
was in his last four years.

Mike
Hodson-Smith
(1947-1992)

was probably not a student
at Cambridge at the time.
No thesis or dissertation
for him is in their catalog,
5o he was not enrolled as a
graduate student there, or
at least did not complete a
thesis, and my informants
remember him as already
in the workforce at the time
of the writing of FW. He
was a gamer in Galloway’s
circle and a friend of co-au-
thor Paul Sturman. Hod-
son-Smith has a few credits
for articles in White Dwarf
and Miniatures Wargames
magazines from 1978 to
1983, so he was already en-
gaged in the larger gaming
community, perhaps more
so than any of the other

Hodson-Smith (1983b) is
an article that suggests ways
war games might be set up
using randomized armies,
rather than strict points
and army lists, to create
scenarios that more realis-
tically reflect the variation
in forces that generals
could muster. The idea is
drawn from something

he saw at Peter Gilder’s
Wargames Centre; Hod-
son-Smith added variations
and a detailed example

for American Civil War
battles. Outside of gam-
ing, Hodson-Smith was a
secondary school teacher,
teaching history at Gywood
Park High School, and ran
after-school games for some
of his students into the late
1980s. He co-founded a
gaming club in King’s Lynn
called St. Anne’s Garrison
(Fitzhorn, 2013). The club
exists to this day, but the
current officers were unable
to provide further informa-
tion. Hodson-Smith was
also an historical reenactor,

authors apart from Quarrie.
Hodson-Smith (1978) is a
review of the board game
Space Marines by A. Mark
Ratner, published by Fan-
Tac Games. Hodson-Smith
(1983a) is a description
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Tmage: Nick Lowe, circa 1980

&
N le Lowe than Bruce and met him Nick’s major contribution to l“’q
was a graduate student through the CUSFS, where  the book was writing chapter :
at Cambridge and is now they gravitated toward 3 and text of the bestiary s
a university Reader in cach other a5 some oflthe in chapter 7, although the lm
Classics, as well as a highly only humanities majors game statistics for his en- ‘\
regarded film critic. He was  in the club. He could not tries were added by others. ‘fi
gracious enough to respond  recall exactly why he was Lowe’s academic works have u
to my inquiries regarding recruited to help with the nothing to do with FW, é
the writing of the book, project, as he was not a apart from an interest in the i]
and some excerpts from his gamer. Nick would marry concept of narrative, which r;{
emails are reproduced in Margaret Welbank, one might tangentially relate to '{."
the present book. Nick was  of the illustrators of FW. roleplaying. In Lowe (2000), téjq 9
a couple of years younger 2
3 See the Centre’s website for a general bistory: https://www.wargameshc.co.uk/ Fiz; :
)

*N. Lowe, personal communication, Sept. 12, 2010.
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> Quarrie wrote more than 40 books, in addition to many short articles etc., so I have not attempted to
create a comprehensive bibliography of his work. Similarly, the bibliography includes only a few repre-
sentative works of Lowe and Tamlyn; nor have I attempted to compile bibliographies of the
works of Ian and Lawrence Heatbh.
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dramas are metaphorically described as “games,” but more in the sense of a board
game with pieces maneuvering toward a goal. Some of his monographs are in-
cluded in the bibliography to provide an idea of his interests (Lowe, 1982; Lowe,
2007; Lowe, 2009). His film criticism is regularly published in the science fiction
magazine Interzone.

Bruce Quarrie (1947-2004)

was a well-known writer on wargaming. He graduated from Cambridge
University in 1968 and remained in the area. He worked extensively with

the publisher of FW, Patrick Stephens Limited (PSL), since 1972, and was
responsible for brokering the deal that led to FW’s publication both in the UK
and USA (by Stein & Day). PSL published a series of wargaming books that
contained both descriptive/background chapters and rule sets, including Barker
(1975), Featherstone (1975), Hague (1980, 1991), and Quarrie (1974, 1976,
1980, 1987, 1988).°> My initial hunch was that Quarrie sold FW on the idea
that it would be a general introduction to “fantasy wargaming,” a term which at
the time covered both wargames in fantastic settings and RPGs. A book on r
fantasy wargaming would be a very sensible addition to the PSL catalog, Ian

Heath confirmed that Quarrie commissioned and made editorial contributions

to the manuscript, which explains his status as a copyright-holder.® Nick Lowe

confirms that Quarrie’s experience and professionalism was crucial to the project,
given that none of the other authors were professional writers.

Paul Sturman (-2018)

was an avid wargamer and historical reenactor in the Sealed Knot, an English
Civil War reenactment society. He was good friends with Hodson-Smith, and
continued gaming throughout his life. He briefly relied on the royalties of FW as
a newlywed, and contributed both text and illustrations to FW,’

including the chapter on arms and armor and the

drawings of weapons and castles in
the rules. Sturman

is the most myste-

rious of the authors

of FW, as he has no

other publications and

was not well known to
most of my informants.
What has emerged
suggests he was amiable
and well-liked. He acquired

° I. Heath, personal
communication, April 1, 2020.

7 H. Sturman, personal
communication, May 1, 2020.
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the nickname “Pasta Man” as a pun on P.A. Sturman and because of his fondness
for food. One informant describes him as the “comparatively sane” author of the
group. He worked in insurance, and possibly for the police in an administrative
capacity. Unfortunately, I was not able to track him down for more information
before he passed away in 2018.

These five collectively held the copyright to FW. Galloway was the creative force
and lead writer. Lowe provided additional research. Sturman and Hodson-Smith
helped with the rules. Quarrie, as the most experienced author, provided edito-
rial guidance, and wrote the mass combat rules. But several other people played
important roles — playtesting, or contributing art, ideas, or moral support — and
are called out in the book’s acknowledgements.

The Acknowledgees

It is likely that Galloway selected many of the names mentioned in the
acknowledgements for indirect contributions, as none of my informants could
place more than a few of the names. My efforts to track them all down had some
limits. First, I was committed to respecting the privacy of one individual I'd been
advised would have been distressed if asked to recall this period. Secondly, two
others preferred not to have their identities too easily connected to the story for
private reasons. Lastly, some individuals simply remained elusive — in some case
I had pretty good leads on their identities but they did not respond to inquiries;
in others, I could never make a positive identification.

Adrian P almer remains the most elusive figure, and is tentatively
identified as an active member of the CUSFS.

P ete Taml)/n would become famous in
the UK gaming scene as the author of RPGs, 2
supplements, and columns in magazines like A BEssant Lands
“Tavern Talk” in TSR UK's Imagine (Tamlyn, 3
1983-1984). Tamlyn would go on to write A
green & pleasant land (Tamlyn, 1987), a Call of
Cthulhu RPG sourcebook, and co-wrote three
rule books for Advanced Fighting Fantasy (Gas-
coigne & Tamlyn, 1989, 1990, 1994). Tamlyn
was most likely inspirational to FW by way of
the columns on RPG design in the fanzine The ek
Acolyte (Tamlyn, 1979-1984), as Tamlyn reports e
not knowing any of FW’s authors personally.
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